


DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED KORIGINAL SITE 

X-LTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF K N O W N )  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The i'eter Paul House i s  a t ~ o - s t o r y ,  two-bay G e m n i c  house i n  southern Rockinghan 

County. Bui l t  o; log, thc ex te r ios  of the house was stuccoed a t  an e a r l y  da te .  The 
vsindovrs have l a t e  19th-century 2/2 sash on the f i r s t  f l o o r  and 2/2 and some o r i g i n a l  
6/6 sash on the  second. The main door is  i n  the  e a s t  bay of the  south facade.  A 20th- 
cen-tury porch, replacing :in e a r l i e r  one, s h e l t e r s  t he  f ron t  and the  west end, and a t r a p  
door i n  the  f l o o r  of t h i s  porch provides access t o  the .  c e l l a r  under t he  western end of 
t he  house. The gable roof is  covered with standing-seam sheet metal, and an  ash la r  
limestone chimney r i s e s  near the  center  of the  roof.  To the  r e a r  i s  a three-bay br ick  
e l l ,  a l so  covered with stucco. Bui l t  i n  1829, it a l so  has an i n t e r i o r  chimney, a stnnd- 
ing-seam sheet metal roof ,  and 2/2 and 6/3 sash. Glassed-in, one-story porches s h e l t e r  
both s ides .  

The or ig ina l  sec t ion  t o  t h e  Peter  Paul House has a basic  Rhenish Flurkuchenhaus plan. 
To the eas t  of the  cen t r a l  chirney is a Ktiche (k i tchen)  which runs t he  depth of t h e  house. 
TO the west of t he  chimney a r e  a square Stube ( p a r l o r )  i n  f ron t  and a narrow Kammer 
(chamber) i n  t he  rear .  The s t a i r  i s  a m a  one, r i s i n g  i n  f m n t  of t h e  chimney; the  
or iginal  s t a i r  apparently rose  i n  the  northwest corner of the  Kuche. The second-floor 
plan vras o r ig ina l ly  the  reverse of the  f i r s t ,  with two moms t x  e a s t  and one t o  t he  
vrest of the chimney. 

The int,er-iorof the  house has apparently been extensively changed, w i t h  plasterboard 
covering the malls and ce i l ings ,  but  c loser  examination reveals  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
elements survive under t h i s  20th-centulj  work. A l l  of the  f i r s t - f l o o r  p a r t i t i o n s  enclose 
the o r ig ina l  beaded boarding, and the  doors leading from the - Kuche t o  t h e  - Stube and the  
Kammer--respectively a six-panel, raised-panel door and a battened door--are o r ig ina l .  
TNO or ig ina l  p a r t i t i o n s  survive on the second f loo r ,  as  do the Kuche hear th ,  a second- 
f loor  chamber heartn,  most of the  o r i g i n a l  f loor= ,  and the  o r i g i n a l l a d d e r  s t a i r  t o  t he  
a t t i c .  

Like most German houses, the s t r u c t u r a l  elements were t he  only decorat ion,  bu t  two 
Federal-style mantels survive i n  the two-room e l l .  I n  the  south room, t h e  mantel has 
spme t r i ca l ly  molded p i l a s t e r s  supporting a three-panel f r i e z e ,  wi th  t he  whole surmounted 
by a t h in  shelf  r e s t i ng  on an elegant reeded base molding. A s imi l a r  mantel i s  used i n  
the north room, except, t h a t  the  reeding is  omitted and the p i l a s t e r s  a r e  f l u t e d .  

Several outbuildings stand near t he  house including a concrete-block ba rn  t o  t he  
north and a frame garage t o  the  northeast .  A l l  of  these a r e  of modern cons t ruc t ion  and 
have no a rch i t ec tu ra l  s ignif icance.  

B0U;IDlIRY JUSTIFICATION 

The bounds a re  a rectangle  formed by imaginary l i n e s  on the  no-cth and sou-th, by 
S-ta-te Route 701 on the west, and by the 1280' contour l i n e  on the  e a s t .  
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The Peter Paul House, a log  building near h y t o n  i n  Rockingham County, i s  one of a 
small group of Continental farmhouses surviving a s  r e l i c s  of t he  heavy Swiss and German 
settlement i n  t he  Shenandoah Valley. Bui l t  on land purchased by Paul from t h e  Harrison 
family, founders of nearby Harrisonburg, t h i s  central-chimney dwelling i s  a l s o  one of t he  
l a t e s t  and the fu r thes t  south of these European-derived houses. 1 

t 
Many of the  Rockingham County records have been destroyed by f i r e ,  b u t  it appears 

t ha t  the  f i r s t  European o'lmer of the  land on which the Peter  Paul House s tands  was Dcmiel 
Harrison, who s e t t l e d  i n  the  area i n  the , ~ i d - l 8 t h  century. Pe t e r  Paul f irst  appeared i n  
the  ,written records of t he  area i n  a l i s t i n g  i n  t he  Rockingham County Personal Property 
Tax Boolrs of 1602 charging him with the  ownership of four horses. I n  1804 he T.vas recorded 
a s  owning 120 acres  of land, which increased t o  187 acres  i n  1814 when it was l i s t e d  a s  
ly ing  on a branzh of Cook's Creek. Increases i n  these holdings over t he  next  f e ~  years  
ind ica te  t ha t  Paul acquired a l l  of h i s  t r a c t s  from Benjamin Harrison, an h e i r  of Daniel 
Harrison. 

Probably about 1810, bu t  ce r t a in ly  before 1820, when the  land  t a x  records  shovv a $250 
valuation f o r  buildings,  Paul b u i l t  a three-room, central-chimney log  Flurkuchenhaus, a 
t r ad i t i ona l  house form i n  the Rhineland and i n  Sc-ritzerland. His house ~ w s  a typ ica l  i n  
being s e t  on a f l a t  s i t e ,  r a the r  than i n t o  a bank, the  l a t t e r  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s i t i n g  of 
Germanic houses. Furthermore, houses of thXs type were r a r e l y  b u i l t  i n  Virginia  a f t e r  1800. 
The P t t e r  Paul House may be the l a t e s t  e x q l e  now standing i n  t he  s t a t e .  

:I 
I n  1829 he added a two-room e l l  t o  the house, a standard form of add i t i on  t o  houses i n  it 

5 

the Valley. This construction increased the value of h i s  bui ldings t o  $600. Paul died a t  " -  

mid-century, and the  property was inher i ted  by h i s  sons. NO?? an  unoccupied house on a 
working farm, the house i s  i n  need of renovation. 

VDS/DU 
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ZONE EASTlNG NORTHiNG 

B U L I I l t 1 J  
ZONE EASTING 

w 
NORTHING 

o w  u u 
a point on E s ide  of' S t a t e  Route 701, about 

209' N of the i n t e r sec t i cn  with S t a t e  Route 913; thence extend?% sboilt 300' 3 t o  l?€!C1 con- 
toE; thence e:cteriding &bout 4CO' SSE along sa id  contour; thence ex t en i l i q  !'I t o  E s i d e  of 
Roux 701; the:lce feiloxii lg about 400' i4 along sa id  s ide  of s a i d  r o u t e  t o  go in t  of o r ig in .  
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